The Sons and Daughters of Saint Benedict

OSTERITY HAD A RIGHT to know the
life and virtues of a man, whose
salutary influence upon the Church and
society has been so observable during
the ages of the Christian era. To de-
scribe the influence exercised by the
spirit of St. Benedict, we should have to
transcribe the annals of all the nations
of the western Church, from the sev-
enth century down to our own times.
Benedict is the father of Europe. By his
Benedictines, numerous as the stars of
heaven and as the sands of the sea-
shore, he rescued the last remnants of
Roman vigor from the total annihila-
tion threatened by the invasion of
barbarians; he presided over the estab-
lishment of the public and private laws
of those nations, which grew out of the
ruins of the Roman empire; he carried
the Gospel and civilization into Eng-
land, Germany, and the northern coun-
tries, including Slavonia; he taught
agriculture; he put an end to slavery;
and to conclude, he saved the precious
deposit of the arts and sciences from
the tempest which would have swept
them from the world, and would have
left mankind a prey to a gloomy and
fatal ignorance.

And Benedict did all this by that
little book which we call his Rule. This
admirable code of Christian perfection
and prudence disciplined the countless
legions of religious, by whom the holy
patriarch achieved all these prodigies.
During the ages which preceded the
promulgation of this rule, so wonderful
in its simple eloquence, the monastic
life in the western Church had pro-
duced some few saintly men; but there
was nothing to justify the hope that this
kind of life would become, even more
than it had been in the east, the prin-
cipal means of the Christian regenera-
tion and civilization of so many

nations. Once this rule was written, all
others gradually give place to it, as the
stars are eclipsed when the sun has
risen. The west was overspread with
monasteries; and from these monaster-
ies flowed upon Europe all those bles-
sings, which have made it the privileged
quarter of the globe.

An incredible number of saints,
both men and women, who look up to
Benedict as their father, purify and
sanctify the world, which had not yet
emerged from the state of semi-bar-
barism. A long series of Popes who had
once been novices in the Benedictine
cloister, preside over the destinies of
this new world, and form for it a new
legislation which, being based exclu-
sively on the moral law, is to avert the
threatening prevalence of brutal des-
potism. Bishops innumerable, trained
in the same school of Benedict, con-
solidate this moral legislation in the
provinces and cities over which they
are appointed. The apostles of twenty
barbarous nations confront their fierce
and savage tribes, and, with the Gospel
in one hand and the rule of their holy
father in the other, lead them into the
fold of Christ. For many centuries, the
learned men, the doctors of the
Church, and the instructors of youth,
belong, almost exclusively, to the Or-
der of the great patriarch, who, by the
labors of his children, pours forth on
the people the purest beauty of light
and truth.

This choir of heroes in every virtue,
of Popes, of bishops, of apostles, of
holy doctors, proclaiming themselves
as his disciples, and joining with the
universal Church in gorifying that God
whose holiness and power shine forth
so brightly in the life and actions of
Benedict—what a corona, what an
aureola of glory for one saint to have!

Commentary from The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper Guéranger O.S.B. (1805-1875).
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Proper Prayers of the Mass
in the Extraordinary Form
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S0 (in Benedictine communities)

Saint Andrew Svorad Abbey, Cleveland USA

GAUDEAMUS OMNES in Do-
mino, diem festum celebrantes
sub honoére sancti monach-
6rum: de quorum solemnitate
gaudent Angeli, et collaudant
Filium Dei. Ps. 32:1. Exsultate,
justi, in Démino: rectos decet
collaudatio. ¥. Gléria Patri, et
Filio, et Spiritui Sancto. Sicut
erat in principio, et nunc, et
semper, et in s@cula seculodr-
um. Amen. — Guadeamus
omnes in Démino ...

CONCEDE, qu&sumus, omni-
potens Deus: ut ad meliérem
vitam sanctérum Monacho6r-
um exémpla nos provocent
quatenus, quorum solémnia
agimus, étiam actus imitémur.
Per Déminum nostrum Jesum
Christum Filium tuum: Qui
tecum vivit et regnat ...

Introit (Sedulius)

LEeT us all rejoice in the Lord, celebrating a
festival day in honor of the holy Monks, on
whose solemnity the Angels rejoice and give
praise to the Son of God. Psalm. Exult in the
Lord, O ye just: praise becometh the upright.
V. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen. — Let us all rejoice in
the Lord ...

Collect

GRANT, we beseech Thee, O Lord, that the
example of the holy Monks may stir us to a
better life: that so we may imitate the actions
of those whose solemnity we celebrate.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son:
Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the
unity of the Holy Ghost ...

Epistle (I Corinthians 6:4-10

FrRATRES: Exhibeamus nos-
metipsos sicut Dei ministros,
in multa patiéntia, in tribu-
latiénibus, in necessitatibus,
in angustiis, in plagis, in car-
céribus, in seditiénibus, in
labéribus, in vigiliis, in jejun-
iis, in castitate, in sciéntia, in
longanimitate , in suavitate,
in Spiritu Sancto, in caritate
non ficta, in verbo veritatis,

BRETHREN: In all things let us exhibit our-
selves as the ministers of God, in much
patience, in tribulation, in necessities, in
distresses, in stripes, in prisons, in sedi-
tions, in labors, in watchings, in fastings,
in chastity, in knowledge, in long-suffer-
ing, in sweetness, in the Holy Ghost, in

charity unfeigned, in the word of truth, in
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the power of God: by the armor of justice
on the right hand and on the left: by honor
and dishonor: by evil report and good
report: as deceivers, and yet true: as un-
known, and yet known: as dying, and
behold we live: as chastised, and not killed:
as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing: as needy,
yet enriching many: as having nothing, and

possessing all things.

in virtate Dei, per arma jus-
titize a dextris et a sinistris:
per gloriam et ignobilitatem:
per infamiam et bonam fam-
am: ut seductéres et veraces:
sicut qui ignéti et cogniti:
quasi moriéntes et ecce, vivi-
mus: ut castigati et non mor-
tificati: quasi tristes, semper
autem gaudéntes: sicut egén-
tes, multos autem locuple-
tantes: tamquam nihil habén-
tes et dmnia possidéntes.

Gradual (Psalm 33:10)

FEAR THE LORD, all ye His saints: for there
is no want to them that fear Him. (Ibid. 11.)
But they that seek the Lord shall not be
deprived of any good. Alleluia, alleluia.
(Mt. 11:28.) Come to me, all you that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.
Alleluia.

Gospel (Matthew 19
AT THAT TIME, Peter said to Jesus: Behold
we have left all things and have followed
Thee: what therefore shall we have? And
Jesus said to them: Amen I say to you, that
you, who have followed Me, in the regener-
ation when the Son of man shall sit on the
seat of His majesty, you also shall sit on
twelve seats, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel. And every one that hath left house,
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother,
or wife, or children, or lands, for My
Name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold
and shall possess life everlasting. — Creed.

TiMETE DOMINUM, omnes
sancti ejus: quéniam nihil de-
est timéntibus eum. ¥. Inquir-
éntes autem DoOminum, non
deficient omni bono. Alleltia,
alleltia. ¥. Venite ad me, om-
nes qui laboratis et onerati estis:

et ego reficiam vos. Alleltia.

:27-29)

IN 1LLO TEMPORE: Dixit Petrus
ad Jesum: Ecce nos relin-
quimus 6mnia, et secdti sumus
te: quid ergo erit nobis? Jesus
autem dixit illis: Amen dico
vobis, quod vos, qui secuti estis
me, in regeneratione, cum
séderit Filius hominis in sede
majestatis suz, sedébitis et vos
super sedes duddecim, judic-
antes duddecim tribus Israél.
Et omnis, qui reliquerit dom-
um, vel fratres, aut soréres, aut
patrem, aut matrem, aut uxor-
em, aut filios, aut agros, prop-
ter nomen meum, céntuplum
accipiet, et vitam atérnam
possidébit. — Credo.

Offertory (Wisdom 3:1,2,3)

THE souLs of the just are in the hand of
God, and the torment of death shall not
touch them: in the sight of the unwise they
seemed to die, but they are in peace, alleluia.

JusTORUM animz in manu Dei
sunt, et non tanget illos tor-
méntum malitize: visi sunt écu-
lis insipiéntium mori: illi aut-
em sunt in pace, alleluia.
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HosTias tibi, Démine, sanct-
6rum Monachérum tuérum
dicatas méritis benignus as-
stime et ad perpétuum nobis
tribue provenire subsidium.

Per DO6minum nostrum ...

VERE DIGNUM et justum est,
#quum et salutare, nos tibi
semper et ubique gratias ag-
ere, Démine sancte, Pater
omnipotens, @térne Deus.
Qui beatissimum confessor-
em tuum Benedictum, ducem
et magistrum ceelitus edoc-
tum, innumerabili multitid-
ini filibrum statuisti. Quem et
omnium justorum spiritu re-
plétum, et extra se raptum,
ltminis tui splendére collust-
rasti. Ut in ipsa luce visionis
intima mentis laxato sinu,
quam angusta essent 6mnia
inferiora deprehénderet. Per
Christum Déminum nostrum.
Quapropter proftsis gaudiis
totus in orbe terrarum mona-
chorum ceetus exsultat. Sed
et supérna virtutes atque
angélicae potestates hymnum
gloriae tuze concinunt sine
fine dicéntes: — Sanctus.

Secret
THROUGH the merits of Thy holy Monks,
graciously receive, O Lord, the host which
we dedicate to Thee: and grant that by it we
may enjoy Thy perpetual help. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son ...

Preface of St. Benedict

IT 1s TRULY meet and Just, right and for our
salvation, that we should at all times and in
all places, give thanks unto Thee, O holy
Lord, Father Almighty, everlasting God.
Who didst appoint that most blessed Con-
fessor Benedict to be a heaven-taught master
and leader unto a numberless multitude of
children. Whom also, filled with the spirit of
all the just and rapt out of himself, Thou
didst illumine with the splendour of Thy
light, so that, in the very light of heavenly
vision, his soul being set free from all hind-
rance might learn how truly little are all
things below: through Christ our Lord.
Wherefore with freest joys doth the whole
choir of monks throughout the world exult.
And also the heavenly Hosts and the angelic
Powers sing together the hymn of Thy glory,
evermore saying:— Sanctus.

Communion (Matthew 5:8-10)

BeEATI mundo corde, quo-
niam ipsi Deum vidébunt:
beati pacifici, quéniam filii
Dei vocabuntur: beati qui
persecutionem patiuntur prop-
ter justitiam, quéniam ipsor-

um est regnum calérum.

Quasumus, Démine, salutar-
ibus repléti mystériis: ut sanc-
térum tuérum Monachérum,
quorum solémnia celebra-
mus, oratiénibus adjuvémur.

Per Déminum nostrum ...

BLESSED are the clean of heart, for they shall
see God: blessed are the peace-makers, for
they shall be called the children of God:
blessed are they that suffer persecution for
justice’s sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

Postcommunion

SATIATED with the salutary mysteries, we
beseech Thee, O Lord, that we may be helped
by the prayers of the holy Monks, whose
solemnity we celebrate. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, Thy Son ...
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